A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE

Although the available information is scanty, the lives and works
of the physicians and surgeons of the Middle Ages fill an im-
portant page in medical history.

The Schools of Montpellier and Bologna
The medical school of Salerno gave place to that of Mont-
pellier.1 As Rashdall states, it " may have been an offshoot
of Salerno/' 2 Somewhat later. Bologna, where there was a famous
school of law, became well known also as a school of anatomy
and surgery.
Montpellier, like Salerno, was a health resort. It was a
district famous for its intellectual interests, and including a
large Greek element. Furthermore, it was easily accessible from
Spain and Italy, so that the appearance of a medical school in
such a centre is not surprising. The date of the foundation of
the school of Montpellier is uncertain ; probably it was during
the twelfth century. It was renowned during the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries, when it was frequented by a number of
famous men, to some of whom we shall presently refer. With
the rise of the medical schools of Padua and of Paris and the
departure of the Popes from Avignon, Montpellier was less
frequented. Yet it did not share the fate of Salerno ; as a centre
of medical learning it remains to this day, and in 1890 the sex-
centenary of the university was celebrated- During the early days
of the school of Montpellier the most distinguished teacher was
ARNOLD OF VILLANOVA, whose name has already been men-
tioned as the writer of a commentary on the Regimen of Salerno*
Arnold was born in Spain, but spent most of his life at Mont-
pellier,3 A graduate in theology and law as well as in medicine,
he was highly esteemed at court, and among his patients were
included two kings and three popes. When his unorthodox views
brought him into conflict with the Church he sought the pro-
tection of Pope Boniface VIII, who advised him to leave theology
alone and to stick to medicine. Fortunately, it was not until
after his death that Arnold was regarded as a heretic in league
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